
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 TOWN OF COVERT, SENECA COUNTY 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

March 11, 2019 
 

The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Covert was held Monday, March 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Town of Covert Municipal Building, 8469 South Main Street, Interlaken, New York.                                             

Roll Call:  Supervisor Michael Reynolds Present 
 Councilwoman Deborah Nottke Present 
 Councilman Jeffrey Vann Present 
 Councilman Bill Bishop Present 
 Councilman Brayton Foster Present 
Others Present: Town Clerk Leslie Adams-Compton, Highway Superintendent Jeffrey MacCheyne, Town Attorney 

Patrick Morrell and other interested citizens. 

 

Call to order: Supervisor Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. All rose for the pledge of allegiance.   

 

Public Hearing:  Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to open the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. to hear any comments 
on the variance request for Michelle and Olivier Chevallier, 8770 Rocky Dock Road, to construct a 17.5 ft. avg. x 66 ft. 
home, replacing existing home, where Northern boundary set back is 10 feet short of the required 20 feet. Nottke 
moved, seconded by Vann, to close the Public Hearing at 7:07 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing:  Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to open the Public Hearing at 7:07 p.m. to hear any comments on 
the variance request for Fred Dean, between 4959 + 4967 Frontenac Road, to construct a 40' x 60' barn, where 
access, with an added 30 feet right of way easement, is short the required 50' width for an 11' section. Nottke 
moved, seconded by Vann, to close the Public Hearing at 7:09 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing:  Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to open the Public Hearing at 7:10 p.m. to hear any comments 
regarding an amendment to regulate energy production systems to the Land Management Ordinance.  Don Kenyon 
sent an article in 2017 'In the Shadow of Wind Farms' (57 pgs) that outlined many alleged health effects to the use of 
Wind Farms.  Marty Schlabach asked if the amendment says that a resident could not have solar and wind on the 
same parcel.  Morrell said 'yes', that is what it says.  Schlabach said that would not be desirable because it would be 
reasonable for one to have a backup system. It was asked what the rationale for having just one system. Morrell said 
it was discussed last month. Ford didn't think wind turbines as a backup is feasible because they don't produce a lot 
of energy and residents are only allowed to put up a system that produces 10% more than is used. Schlabach said 
what about the off-the-grid resident. Vann responded, they can get a variance.  
 
Foster spoke as not in favor of the amendment; the future cannot  be foreseen and it would be limiting landowners' 
rights. He said it's a guarantee of high taxes and feels that it is limiting landowners' rights over aesthetics. There was 
discussion about more taxes from large companies, money from PILOTs  vs. lowering the assessments of the 
surrounding properties. Bishop said the money would go to the County, not the Town. The Town would get the 
increase in assessment.  It was stated that including biomass and wood heating systems would have people already 
in violation of the proposed amendment. Morrell stated that the purpose was to fill in the gap between County & 
State laws.  Schlabach suggested that the proposal would be more suitable to 'electricity' production systems rather 
than 'energy' production systems. The change was noted.  Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to close the Public 
Hearing at 7:50 p.m.   

 
Approval of Minutes:  Vann moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the minutes from February 11, 2019. Aye-Vann, 
Aye-Foster, Aye-Bishop and  Nottke- abstained. 
 

MacCheyne shared about regular maintenance of roads, equipment and buildings and that the new compressor has 

been installed. Nottke asked about the shared roads and plowing procedure and said it looked like one truck goes 

down and sands and the next goes down and cleans it off. MacCheyne said that the State, County and Town tries to 

work together so that doesn't happen. 



 

Bishop said that, regarding the intersection of Cty. Rd. 142 and St. Route 96, the County looked at it and put some 

cold patch down. Reynolds thought it was a little better.  MacCheyne said that the Town needs a permit from the 

State to fix their road. Reynolds has contacted Roy at the County and it should be on their agenda. It was suggested 

that a letter be written to show a "track record." 

 

Foster was pleased that the Supervisor has put $100,000 into a 2 mos. CD at  2.5% interest . Foster asked about 

moving monies out of a reserve fund. Morrell said that it would require a resolution and would be subject to 

permissive referendum and a Public Hearing. Monies can be put into savings without moving it out of the fund. 

Monies can be moved from one account to another using a resolution. 

 

Vann said he would like to form a task force of 2 Board members and 2 Planning Board members to study 5G 

networks  in relation to the Town. 5G networks are shorter and more powerful than cell towers. Morrell said that the 

Federal Communications Act can find that the local regulations are unreasonably restrictive and they can be struck 

down. It is treated as a utility that insures that everyone has coverage. 

 

Nottke asked if the back money has been received from Trumansburg for EMS. She mentioned that on April 6th, Jack 

Fulton will be recognized for his 50 years of service, and everyone is invited. 

 

Marty Schlabach announced, for the Town Board's approval, the newest member of the Board of Trustees of the 

Interlaken Library, David Ferguson. There are currently 8 members on the Board. 

 

Reynolds said that all of the members of the Town Boards and employees are required by the County to take a 

'Combating Sexual Harassment in the Workplace' training. The link for the training will be provided and proof of 

completion should be kept on file at the Town Clerk's office. 

 

 Reynolds also shared that the Beverly Animal Shelter received another Unsatisfactory Inspection Report from NYS Ag 

and Markets, but that most of the violations from the January citing had been fixed. 

 

Reynolds said that Seneca County Finance Department will be providing Bookkeeping services and will continue to 

use the Williamson Law Book Co. program. The initial fee for the service seems reasonable and may be adjusted in 

time, after the service is established. It is a Shared Service, so the Town should get money back for that. 

 

Petitioners:    

 Ford brought up the possibility of the Town doing a Comprehensive Plan and that one purpose is that it will back up 

the Town's regulations. Vann thought it would cost a lot of time and money. Reynolds said he heard that it cost Ovid 

about $100,000 but he thought that the County may work with the Town pro bono.  Meg Jastran thought it would be 

a great endeavor to see what people want and have a collective goal for the Town. She also thought it may help with 

receiving grant money. Reynolds thought they should invite Joe McGrath of Seneca County  to speak at a Board 

Meeting. Kenyon does not want a comprehensive plan because non-residents come in, steer it in a certain way, to 

sell a bill of goods. Ovid's Plan has no restrictions. Morrell said the LMO is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan 

and if it isn't, the Town is answerable to the powers that be. 

 
Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the new board member of the Interlaken Library, David Ferguson.  

Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Foster, that Court Clerk Jeanne Rykbost  be approved to go to training in Geneva on April 

5th. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Foster moved, Seconded by Vann , that Jeremy Huff fill in as a temporary, part-time Highway employee with wages 

set at $15.00/hour. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 



Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to declare the thirty year old compressor as surplus and advertise for sale.  Aye-

Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Supervisor's audit performed on February 19th. Aye-Vann, Aye-

Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

  

Morrell initiated the process of going through a Short Environmental Assessment Form (SEQR) for the proposed 

Amendment to the Land Management Ordinance for Electricity Production Systems. Vann moved, seconded by 

Nottke, that there were no findings of significant environmental impacts.  

 

Foster said he didn't think that Item #4 was very well thought through. Nottke said that there is always a possibility of 

variance.  Kenyon said that without limiting it, there is no limit.... no choice. 

 

Resolution 1-19 

 

WHEREAS, a resolution was duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Covert for a public hearing to be held 

by said board on March 11, 2019 to hear all interested parties on a proposed Local Law entitled a Local Law to Amend 

the Land Management Ordinance to Address Electricity Production Systems, pursuant to Town Law section 130; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board held a public hearing on March 11, 2019 on the proposed Local Law to receive public 

comment; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, as amended, the New York State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations at 6 NYCRR Part 617 (the 

“Regulations”), the Board determined that adoption of the said Local Law would not have a significant effect upon the 

environment; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Covert, after due deliberation, finds it in the best interest of said Town to 

adopt said Local Law.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Covert hereby adopts said Local 

Law #1 of 2019 entitled a Local Law to Amend the Land Management Ordinance to Address Electricity Production 

Systems, pursuant to Town Law section 130, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part of this resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be and hereby is directed to enter said Local Law in the minutes 

of this meeting and in the Local Laws of the Town of Covert, and to give notice of the adoption of said Local Law to 

the Secretary of State of New York; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Motion: Nottke, Second: Vann; Vote: Aye - Nottke, Aye - Vann, Aye - Bishop, and Nay - Foster. 

 

 

Local Law #1 

 

SECTION THREE – C:  ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION SYSTEMS 

 

1) Electricity production systems, including but not limited to solar, wind, natural gas, coal, and 

biomass, are subject to this Land Management Ordinance. 

 

2) The Town of Covert has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Seneca County 

to utilize the New York State Unified Solar Permit, which regulates solar photovoltaic 



systems with a DC capacity of 25 kW or less.  A copy of the Seneca County application must 

be submitted to the Town along with the application for the Town Building Permit. 
 

3) Wind turbine towers shall have a maximum height of 100 feet, including blades.  The 

minimum set back from all lot lines is the height of the tower plus 10 percent. 
 

4) There will be a limit of one electricity production system per parcel.  All electricity 

production systems with a DC capacity greater than 25 kW are prohibited.   
 

5) Any facility that meets the definition of an incinerator under the regulations set forth by the 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is prohibited. 
 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the Variance for Michelle and Olivier Chevallier, 8770 Rocky Dock 

Road, to construct a 17.5 ft. avg. x 66 ft. home, replacing existing home, where Northern boundary set back is 10 feet 

short of the required 20 feet. This variance is a type 2 action: no SEQR required. Aye-Vann, Aye-Bishop, Aye-Nottke 

and Aye-Foster. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Variance for Fred Dean, between 4959 + 4967 Frontenac Road, to 

construct a 40' x 60' barn, where access, with an added 30 feet right of way easement,  is short the required 50' 

width. This variance is a type 2 action: no SEQR required.  Aye-Vann, Aye-Bishop, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Foster. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the Supervisor's Income and Expenditure report for the month of 

February  2019. Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the Highway Superintendent’s report for the month of February 

2019. Aye-Vann, Aye Nottke, Aye-Foster and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Town Clerk’s  and Tax Collector report for the month of February 

2019. A total of $454.50 was received and $346.50 was remitted to the Supervisor for the month of February 2019. 

Aye-Vann, Aye-Bishop, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Foster. 

  

Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Dog Control Officer's report for the month of February 2019. Aye-

Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, that the Supervisor write a letter to the Department of Transportation in 

Syracuse with regard to the issue of disrepair of the intersection of County Road 142 and State Route 96 citing 

'safety' as the main reason for immediate attention to the matter. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, that Highway Fund Vouchers #38-57 in the amount of $80,621.14 and General 

Fund Vouchers #51-68 in the amount $5,865.35 be approved for payment. Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and 

Aye-Vann. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted,                     

 

 

 Leslie Adams-Compton,  Town Clerk 

 


